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MINUTES 
ENVIRONMENTAL BOARD 

February 16, 2022 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Colin Quinn called the in-person/virtual EBoard meeting to order at 5:05 pm on 
February 16, 2022. 
 
ROLL CALL 
The following members were present for roll call:  
 

E-Board Members:  
 

Colin Quinn, Acting Chair 
Fred Malo, Member 
Nicole Rebeck-Stout, Member 
Frosty Merriott, Member 
Pat Hunter, Alternate 
 

Town Staff Present: 
 

Mark O’Meara, Staff Liaison 
Lauren Gister, Town of Carbondale Manager 
Kae McDonald, Boards and Commissions Clerk 
 

Guests: Zach Benevento-Zahner, CLEER Representative 
Alyssa Reindel, Evergreen Zero Waste 
Natalie Rae Fuller, Dandelion Days Coordinator 
Hannah-Hunt Moeller, Prospective EBoard Member 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion Passed: Colin moved to approve Environmental Board meeting minutes from the 
January 2022 meeting.  Fred seconded the motion, and the minutes were approved with 
Nicole Rebeck-Stout abstaining. 
 
PERSONS PRESENT NOT ON THE AGENDA    
The new Town Manager, Lauren Gister, introduced herself. 
 
DANDELION DAYS PLANNING    
Natalie Rae noted that she will be attending the Roaring Fork Farmers and Ranchers 
meeting later that night to recruit additional vendors for the event as well as to pitch the 
planned Farm to Table Dinner.  She added that the Farm to Table dinner is planned for 
Friday, May 13th and she has sent in a request to Craft Coffeehouse to host the event.  
Josie Castaldo will be the chef; she has worked at Erin’s Acres for a few years.  Other 
updates include: 

• $1,850.00 in sponsorships to date (EBoard = $1,000.00, Alpine Bank = $500.00, 
$250.00 from A & B Bank, and $100.00 from CLEER).  Natalie is still in the process 
of getting sponsorship commitments from Black Hills and Excel Energy. 

• There are 10 to 15 vendors to date.  The deadline for vendor applications is April 
15. 



2 
 

• There have not yet been any submissions for the t-shirt design context; the 
deadline is March 15th.  Natalie has reached out to Carbondale Arts to help spread 
the information. 

• Order of the Dandelion needs to be considered. 
• KDNK has commitments from Bonedale Ballet, Red Hill Rollers and Marble Charter 

School for entertainment.  KDNK is very supportive of the event and has also 
requested that their logo be included as a sponsor on the t-shirts. 

Alyssa supported having KDNK listed as a sponsor on the t-shirt.  She asked if Natalie had 
figured out what happened to the website yet. 
 
Natalie replied that she had contacted Sue but hasn’t heard back so currently the only 
social media is Facebook. 
 
Both Colin and Fred expressed their support for KDNK listed as a sponsor.  Colin 
cautioned that he wanted to ensure the environmental lens on the event isn’t lost.  He 
expressed a willingness to arrange for someone to have some airtime on KDNK to 
advertise the event. 
 
NEW MEMBER APPLICATION: HANNAH-HUNT MOELLER    
Colin thanked Hannah-Hunt for her application and provided a brief overview of the 
EBoard, noting that much of the EBoard’s agenda is driven by the board members’ 
interests but the primary goal is to advise the Board of Trustees and Town of Carbondale 
staff on environmental issues.  He listed recent topics that the EBoard has addressed 
including: 

• Climate Change/Implementing the Climate Action Plan 
• Reducing plastic/waste 
• Collaborating with CLEER on the implementation of the Climate Action Plan 
• Comprehensive Plan Update 
• Smaller side projects such as labeling trees in Sopris Park with information tags 

and posting Letters to the Editor on a variety of topics 
 
Frosty listed other EBoard accomplishments such as the Lighting Ordinance that was 
added to the Unified Development Code in 2002/2003.  He thought Hannah-Hunt was well 
qualified to be an EBoard member.  Frosty went on to explain that the provisions under 
Section C of the Town of Carbondale mission statement were the catalyst for not only the 
EBoard but the Environmental Bill of Rights as well.  He expressed his opinion that the 
Town leaders have veered from that directive. 
 
Mark noted that the EBoard was also part of the single hauler trash decision, the 
elimination of plastic bags for use at the City Market, and the weed management plan.  He 
pointed out that there are a lot of environmental issues that are in the background of Town 
policies and because some programs seem to take a long time to implement, patience is a 
virtue. 
 
Fred commented that as a new EBoard member himself, the biggest piece of advice he 
was given is to get as many policies codified in the Unified Development Code. 
 
Hannah-Hunt appreciated the input and noted that she is an architect and planner.  She 
noted that although she grew up in Boulder, she has spent a lot of time in Carbondale as a 
child.  She added that she has multiple interests that align with the EBoard including doing 
more public service and the Comprehensive Plan Update has been of particular interest 
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over the last year, but she doesn’t come with a singular agenda.  She pointed out that 
Downtown North is of particular interest and she is participating in a citizens group that has 
organized to focus on what happens in that area.  She expressed her willingness to be a 
participant and team member. 
 
Colin noted that they occasionally struggle with having a quorum and asked if she would 
make time to attend meetings. 
 
Hannah-Hunt answered in the affirmative. 
 
Nicole commented that she has worked with Hannah-Hunt, and she is very organized.  
She pointed out that her background and education would be a great asset to the board. 
 
Frosty agreed that she would be an asset.  He added that wildfire planning would be a 
topic to address in the coming year. 
 
Colin asked Hannah-Hunt to step out of the room while the board members discussed her 
application. 
 
Motion Passed:  Frosty moved that Hannah-Hunt Moeller be recommended to the Board 
of Trustees as a regular voting member of the Environmental Board.  Fred seconded the 
motion, and it was unanimously approved. 
 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE    
Colin noted that this is a topic the EBoard has been working on and the process is ending.  
He noted that the board has until February 25th to submit comments as a group. 
 
Pat asked if Genevieve’s comments are included. 
 
Colin replied that she added quite a few comments to the GoogleDoc, but she was also 
sending a marked-up version of the update, but she was having trouble sending it to the 
group.  He noted that her goal was to strengthen landscape codes.  Colin noted that he 
thought the update included the Climate Action Plan recommendations and strongly 
represented input from the EBoard.  He thought it was important to thank the consultants 
for listening and striving to include the group’s recommendations on the Climate Action 
Plan.  Colin noted that he consolidated the various themes from the GoogleDoc and would 
like to go through each recommendation for discussion and approval. 
 
Recommendation #1: Adding the Environmental Bill of Rights as a forward to the 
Comprehensive Plan Update.  
 
Colin reminded the board members that the Environmental Bill of Rights was approved a 
few years ago and lays out the values of the town concerning the environment. 
 
Hannah-Hunt commented that the Environmental Bill of Rights was approved in 2017 while 
the Comprehensive Plan was approved in 2013.  She wondered if there will be any 
acknowledgement of the 2013 Comprehensive Plan in the currently proposed update. 
 
Lauren replied that she and the Planning Director have brought forward a proposal to 
integrate both the 2013 plan and the current update into one document.  She explained 
that both are meant to be referred to together and as separate documents it isn’t workable. 
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Pat noted that the combined documents are approximately 316 pages and overall, it is 
well-written.  He suggested having a condensed “quick-reference” version, possibly a 
summary that includes the appendices. 
 
Mark agreed that the Environmental Bill of Rights is a guideline and helps set goals. 
 
Frosty noted that the Environmental Bill of Rights lays out Carbondale’s philosophy.  He 
added that the Climate Action plan should be memorialized in the Unified Development 
Code to guide development.   
 
Recommendation #2: Strengthen focus on landscape codes. 
Colin thought that the recommendation was somewhat vague in how to address this in the 
Comprehensive Plan Update, but he personally agreed with it. 
 
Frosty noted that #8 on the Environmental Bill of Rights addresses landscape and pointed 
out that some areas in Carbondale continue to landscape without regard for water 
conservation. 
 
Hannah-Hunt commented that it needs to be made more explicit.  She noted that the goal 
topic “Sustainable Matrix” could address the landscape codes more explicitly, especially in 
terms of implmentation. 
 
Nicole thought that the comments could be folded in to add more detail.  As examples, she 
suggested prioritizing turf where there are community gatherings and sports, incentivizing 
xeriscape, and capping irrigable areas.  She wasn’t sure how those would be realized in 
the code later. 
 
Colin asked about incentives for a landscape code. 
 
Nicole replied that some sort of benefit could be awarded for not using irrigation water but 
wasn’t sure what kind of resources the Town of Carbondale had for such a program. 
 
Recommendation #3: Prioritize Open and Community Space in the Downtown Area. 
Colin pointed out that he added this recommendation because of possible roads being 
proposed from Highway 133 to the area referred to as the “Opportunity Zone.”  He thought 
the additional roads would change both the neighborhoods and traffic patterns and in 
general detract from the downtown area.  His recommendation would be to not build those 
roads. 
 
Lauren commented that there is a proposal to remove that map (on page 10) because it is 
misleading, and individuals are not understanding that it is one concept of what is possible 
but is not “the” plan. 
 
Colin countered that what isn’t illustrated is the number of pedestrians in the residential 
areas. 
 
Alyssa noted that she lived in the area in question and thought the connection using 
Colorado Avenue was completely adequate. 
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Hannah-Hunt commented that he understanding was that this has been set in motion for a 
long time.  She suggested redistributing traffic access along Highway 133 and could see 
the value in adding access to the central part of Carbondale.  She thought by adding 
additional east-west access points it might reduce traffic congestion on 8th Street and 
reiterating the value of doing so. 
 
Frosty noted that the road extension came really close during previous proposals to 
develop the “Opportunity Zone.”  He suggested revisiting the effort to get people out of 
their cars and taking a hard look at any proposals that makes it easier for people to drive 
somewhere. 
 
Mark pointed out that the railroad corridor had major impacts on 8th Street and while an 
additional crossing of the Rio Grande Trail was recommended, the Roaring Fork Transit 
Authority doesn’t want anymore and the proposal to extend Industry to Merrill was dropped 
when the development proposal was dropped. 
 
Lauren added that the Bike, Pedestrian and Trails Commission has also had discussions 
about the Colorado Department of Transportation Highway 133 Access Control Plan and 
pointed out that there are a lot of other influences on what happens along that corridor. 
 
Pat thought it was a major planning concern and remembered the negotiations between 
the Town of Carbondale and RFTA.  He referred to the sketch plan in the update that 
shows possible development of the “Opportunity Zone” and reminded the board members 
that 8th Street is scheduled to be modified to make it easier for cyclists and pedestrians to 
use.  He noted the proposed roundabout at Industry and Highway 133 would tie into City 
Market and thought that connection was important to the community. 
 
Nicole commented that it was a complicated discussion that should include a traffic 
engineer and suggested adding language that a review would be needed. 
 
Colin stated his opinion that Colorado was underutilized and would suggest maintaining it 
as an alternative route.  He agreed to add verbiage reflecting the need for more community 
engagement and professional input. 
 
Hannah-Hunt asked that language be added that speaks to prioritizing the pedestrian and 
bike connections. 
 
Frosty pointed out that the last goal in the Town of Carbondale Mission Statement is to 
encourage alternatives to automobile use, particularly in the use of nonmotorized vehicles 
on trails.  He suggested wording it somehow to say in view of what the Town mission 
statement says this proposal contradicts that document. 
 
Nicole suggested supporting it if it embraces the Complete Streets concept making it more 
comfortable for cyclists and pedestrians and less comfortable for vehicles. 
 
Colin wasn’t sure he agreed and preferred to use the proposed statement. 
 
Pat pointed out that the street extensions would provide more direct access to the grocery 
store.  He suggested that if the Opportunity Zone is developed the residential portion 
should include multi-family units. 
 



6 
 

Colin noted that there is no consensus for Recommendation #3. 
 
Recommendation #4: Prioritize Open Community Space in the Opportunity Zone and 
Downtown. 
Hannah-Hunt agreed with that statement, especially given the location of the Rio Grande 
Trail and the opportunity to add/extend pocket parks along the corridor.  She noted that the 
group she is working with is proposing three locations: 

• Extend/expand the Promenade and Youth Art Park to include a plaza/community 
gathering space. 

• Expand the 8th Street/Rio Grande crossing to include a pocket or neighborhood 
park. 

• Review the opportunity for green space along the Rio Grande Trail in the vicinity of 
Sopris Lodge/True Nature. 

 
Frosty commented that the primary motivation for the Comprehensive Plan Update was to 
determine the direction for the Opportunity Zone.  He pointed out that public feedback 
highlighted the desire for more open space.  He referred to the Town of Carbondale 
Mission Statement, noting that there is a line item to preserve and ** open space. 
 
Colin wondered how specific the board members wanted to be and pointed out that more 
general statements allow others to make recommendations. 
 
Nicole agreed that the locations Hannah-Hunt identified are logical and thought there could 
be some flexibility if new information comes along. 
 
Fred supports open space, but thought it depended upon what would be there.  He doesn’t 
support more turf areas. 
 
Colin thought the recommendation could remain as is, but will tag the three areas 
recommended above. 
 
Recommendation #5: Include other stakeholders in the implementation plan on pages 57 
and 58. 
 
Recommendation #6: Provide additional public access points along the Crystal River 
corridor. 
Colin pointed out Recommendation #6 is controversial. 
 
Pat noted that it would take a major planning effort to create a corridor and would involve a 
lot of property owners and other stakeholders.  He thought it was a good idea but might be 
difficult to achieve. 
 
Colin agreed to table Recommendation #6 because it might require a larger community 
effort than just the EBoard.  He asked for volunteers to edit the proposed 
recommendations and circulate it amongst the EBoard members for final approval. 
 
Pat and Fred volunteered to help Colin with that effort. 
 
Motion Passed: Colin moved that the Environmental Board agree to support the 
Comprehensive Plan Update recommendations as finalized by the subcommittee.  Pat 
seconded the motion, and it was unanimously approved. 



7 
 

 
SKICO ENVIRONMENTAL FOUNDATION GRANTS    
Colin noted that Pat had sent out the SkiCo Environmental Foundation grant 
announcement.  He pointed out that the EBoard has access to Town of Carbondale funds 
and with those funds underutilized, he wondered what the benefit would be to apply for this 
grant. 
 
Pat reminded the board members that the EBoard applied a few years ago for traffic 
counters, but the grant was denied because the application couldn’t justify how the traffic 
counters could affect the environment.  He added that a grant application was also 
considered to hire someone for utility data collection but because the fell under CLEER’s 
purview, it wasn’t pursued.  He thought it would be helpful to keep these grant funds in 
mind for future projects. 
 
GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS    
Colin noted that he has served as EBoard Chair since 2016 and no longer wants to serve 
as Chair.  Because no one has volunteered to take on that role, he would like to suggest 
rotating the position amongst the current members.  He would appreciate it if someone 
was willing to step up. 
Colin acknowledged the parcels recently donated to the Town of Carbondale, but 
suggested tabling that potentially lengthy discussion for the next meeting. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The February 16, 2022, regular meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m. The next regular meeting 
is scheduled for March 21, 2022 at 5:00 pm.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Kae McDonald 


